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SUBSTI TUTE HOUSE BI LL 2049

AS AMENDED BY THE SENATE
Passed Legislature - 2007 Regul ar Session
State of WAshi ngt on 60t h Legi sl ature 2007 Regul ar Session

By House Committee on Select Conmttee on Puget Sound (originally
sponsored by Representatives Rolfes, Strow, Appleton, Hunt, Springer
McDernott, VanDeWege, Seaqui st, MCoy, Eickneyer and Lantz)

READ FI RST TI ME 02/ 22/ 07.

AN ACT Relating to Puget Sound marine resource conmmttees; and
adding a new chapter to Title 36 RCW

BE | T ENACTED BY THE LEG SLATURE OF THE STATE OF WASHI NGTON:

NEW SECTION. Sec. 1. (1) The legislature finds the chall enge of
devel oping realistic, effective, and efficient solutions to the
conservati on and managenent issues facing Puget Sound and Washi ngton's
outer coast requires calling on all available sources of know edge and
creative thinking available in the collective wisdom of Washington's
citizens. The legislature further finds that both Puget Sound and the
outer coast are dynamc and |ocalized waterbodies with unique |oca
chal | enges and uni que local solutions. As such, it is essential for
t he future managenent of these ecosystens that citizens, through their
| ocal governnment, have a voice and an opportunity to share their
dedi cation and interest in the well-being of their comunity's unique
marine waters, while providing a valuable contribution to the statew de
efforts ainmed at restoring the outer coast and Puget Sound as a whol e.

(2) The legislature further finds that federally led efforts to
establish marine resources commttees have proven to be an exciting
vehicle for involving local citizens and conmmunity |eaders in the
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future discussions, decisions, and restoration commtnents in the
waters nost inportant to the community. The existing nodel of using a
comuni t y- based, nonregul atory organization to examne issues
particular to a conmmunity's corner of Puget Sound, applying for grants,
and thoroughly and fairly investigating avail able options and sol utions
has proved to be a valuable asset to Puget Sound and its communities,
and is worthy of replication throughout the Puget Sound basin and the
out er coast.

(3) In this chapter, the legislature intends to establish a
structure on which interested local communities can harness the
dedication, creativity, and w sdom of their residents in the form of
marine resources commttees. These committees are intended to
conpl ement, and not conpete with or underm ne, any other governnental
efforts to restore and nanage the Puget Sound. The |egislature further
intends that the departnment of fish and wildlife should apply the
| essons | earned from Puget Sound to work with county governnments on the
outer coast to establish marine resources commttees.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 2. (1)(a) The legislative authority for each
county that borders the marine waters of southern Puget Sound nmay
establish nmarine resources commttees consistent with the procedures
outlined in section 3 of this act. Counties authorized to establish
marine resources conmmittees in the southern Puget Sound are: Ki ng,
Pi erce, Thurston, Kitsap, and Mason counti es.

(b) The legislative authority for each county bordering the marine
waters of the outer coast may develop a narine resources conmttee
consistent with the procedures outlined in section 3 of this act.
Counties authorized to establish marine resources commttees on the
outer coast are: Pacific, Gays Harbor, and Wahki akum counti es.

(c) Jefferson and Cdallam counties nay establish a new marine
resources conmttee or a subcommttee of the county's existing marine
resources commttee, consistent with the procedures outlined in section
3 of this act, specifically to address the marine ecosystens for the
outer coast or Puget Sound, where appropriate.

(2) The mssion of a marine resources conmttee created under this
section is to address, utilizing sound science, the needs of the nmarine
ecosystem local to the county initiating the nmarine resources
comm ttee.

SHB 2049. SL p. 2
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(3) A marine resources conmttee created under this section should
review current data and resource conservati on and managenent prograns
and make prioritized recomendations for additional nmeasures that m ght
be necessary to enhance protection of marine resources.

(4) The role of a marine resources conmttee in devel oping
recommendations includes, but is not limted to:

(a) Uilizing existing data and, to the extent necessary, hel ping
to gather new data on the health of | ocal marine resources;

(b) Making scientifically based recommendati ons on | ocal candi date
sites for marine protected areas;

(c) Wrking closely wth local and state officials to help
i npl enment recomrendati ons of the marine resources comittee;

(d) Pronoting public outreach and educati on around mari ne resource
conservati on and nanagenent issues; and

(e) Engaging in any other activities that the initiating county
deens appropri ate.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 3. (1) A nmrine resources committee, as
described in section 2 of this act, may be created by the |legislative
authority of any county bordering the marine waters of the outer coast
or Puget Sound, in cooperation with all appropriate cities and speci al
districts within their boundaries. Adj acent county |egislative
authorities shall coordinate their efforts whenever there is a nutua
interest in creating a marine resources conmttee.

(2) A county may del egate the managenent and oversight of a marine
resources commttee created by the county under section 2 of this act
to a city, or cities, within its jurisdiction, if the city or cities
are |located on the marine waters of the outer coast or southern Puget
Sound and are willing to accept the del egation.

(3) Participating county |legislative authorities nust select
menbers of the marine resources committee, ensuring bal anced
representation from Local governnent; scientific experts; affected
econom c interests; affected recreational interests; and environnental
and conservation interests. Additionally, participating county
| egislative authorities nust invite tribal representatives to
participate in the marine resources conmttee. An initiating county
may del egate its appointnent authority to a city or cities that have
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received fromthe county the del egated responsibilities of managi ng and
overseeing the marine resources committee.

(4) County residents may petition the county |legislative authority
to create a marine resources committee. Upon receipt of a petition
the county legislative authority nust respond in witing within sixty
days as to whether they wll authorize the creation of a narine
resources commttee as well as the reasons for their decision.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 4. (1) The Puget Sound action team or its
successor organi zation, shall serve as the regional coordinating entity
for marine resources conmttees created in the southern Puget Sound and
the departnment of fish and wldlife shall serve as the regional
coordinating entity for marine resources committees created for the
out er coast.

(2) The regional coordinating entity shall serve as a resource to,
at a mni num

(a) Coordinate and pool grant applications and other funding
requests for marine resources commttees;

(b) Coordinate comunications and information anobng marine
resources conmittees;

(c) Assist nmarine resources conmttees to neasure thenselves
agai nst regi onal performance benchmarks;

(d) Assist marine resources comrittees with coordinating | ocal
projects to conplenent regional priorities;

(e) Assist mnmarine resources committees to interact wth and
conpl enent other marine resources conmttees, and other sim/lar groups,
constituted under a different authority; and

(f) Coordinate with the Northwest Straits conm ssion on issues
common to marine resources conm ttees statew de.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 5. Nothing in section 2 or 3 of this act is
intended to expand or |imt the authority of |ocal marine resources
comm ttees established under the Northwest Straits marine conservation
initiative by federal act in San Juan, Wuatcom Skagit, |sland,
Snohom sh, Clallam and Jefferson counties and existing as of the
effective date of this section
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NEW SECTION. Sec. 6. CQuter coast marine resources commttees, in
conjunction with their regional coordinating entity, shall neet and

consult with key state, federal, local, and tribal governnents, and
private interest groups to devel op a coll aborative process to address
ocean policy issues. This collaborative process should use

Washi ngton's "QOcean Action Plan: Enhanci ng Managenent of WAshi ngton
State's COcean and Quter Coasts" developed by the Washington ocean
policy work group as a guide to begin the work of developing and
coordinating state and local ocean policy and providing better
managenent of WAshington's coastal areas.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 7. Sections 1 through 6 of this act constitute
a new chapter in Title 36 RCW

Passed by the House April 14, 2007.

Passed by the Senate April 5, 2007.

Approved by the Governor May 7, 2007.

Filed in Ofice of Secretary of State May 8, 2007.
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